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Minutes of
The Williamstown Planning Board

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2015
7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building

Members Present: Elizabeth McGowan, Amy Jeschawitz, Carol Stein – Payne, Chris Winters, Ann McCallum. 
Others Present: Andrew Groff, Keith Davis, Charles Fox.

Ms. McGowan opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.
Members of the Board introduced themselves to the public.

ANR
None at time of posting

Old Business
Ms. McGowan noted that the College was intending to come to the Board with a proposed bylaw amendment to 
expand the Village Business District into the area of Dennison Park at the south and west of Spring Street. At 
present however the College has decided to hold off on this proposal as they study some additional locations. The 
Planning Board however does want to stress that this is an important Community Development project and it is 
hoped that it will go forward at some point in the near future. 
Ms. McCallum also noted that Town Counsel has given permission for Ms. McCallum to be the point person for the 
Board to work on the project. If the Planning Board feels that this is appropriate she would be willing to serve. 
Ms. McGowan appointed Ms. McCallum on behalf of the Board.

New Business
PUBLIC HEARING: ZONING BYLAWS

ARTICLE B: ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
Ms. McGowan stated that the first item of business is to add clarity to the enforcement provisions in the bylaw. 
Multiple terms will be eliminated and a Planning Administrator will now be responsible for enforcement. 

Mr. Winters moved that the Planning Board recommend Town Meeting adopt this amendment.
Ms. McCallum seconded.
The motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE C: SOLAR BYLAW
Ms. McGowan gave a description of the proposed solar bylaw.
Mr. Winters stated that the idea is to get ahead of any potential problems such as those occurring in nearby 
communities. It is hoped that the proposed bylaw will give some clarity to any proposed large scale system. 
Mr. Groff added that it should be noted that roof top systems are allowed by right.
Mr. Keith Davis noted that there is a typo in terms of size on medium arrays.
Mr. Davis further added that the Board might want to give the Zoning Board (ZBA) the power to determine if the 
highest and best use of Limited Industrial land is solar. 
Mr. Winters added that we could always expand Limited Industrial.
Mr. Davis stated that by the time you get a zoning proposal together most developers would pull out of 
consideration. 
Ms. McCallum expressed concern on how the Zoning Board would define what exactly is highest and best use.
Ms. McGowan asked if Mr. Davis’ concern was elimination of the large scale permitting in LI?
Ms. Stein Payne noted that she prefers less hurdles as opposed to more. It should not be changed.
Ms. Jeschawitz stated she feels the extra protection could be worth while.
Mr. Winters stated that if we have two different LI districts our problem is lack of district diversity.
Ms. McCallum noted that all of the most developable parcels do have some major setback issues so variances 
would be required anyway still providing the ZBA with some weight on any development. 
Ms. McGowan asked if the Board is prepared to proceed with the draft as written.
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Mr. Winters moved that the Planning Board recommend Town Meeting adopt this amendment.
Ms. McCallum seconded.
The motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE D: PARKING CHANGES
Ms. McGowan stated that the final proposed revision is an amendment to parking requirements on Water Street.
Mr. Charles Fox stated he is present to discuss parking restrictions.
Mr. Groff noted that the Planning Board is looking to remove the parking minimums that were removed from 
Spring Street several years ago from the Village Business District entirely. 
Mr. Davis added that there was a virtual parking system that worked on Spring Street for a number of years. This 
has not been studied in detail by the Zoning Board since that time. Does the fact that parking is not allowed on 
Water Street a problem.
Ms. McCallum stated there is a plan that will address this.
Mr. Groff gave an update on the current state of the plan, it is currently at 75% design, hoped to go to 100% in the 
summer, this fact puts us miles ahead of many other communities looking for funding. 
Ms. McGowan stated that one concept is now that Water Street will have many more residents parking might not 
be necessary.
Ms. McCallum pointed out that many businesses have tried to get parking variances and have been denied. This 
means some people believe they can run a business without the parking. Why not let the market attempt to sort 
out the situation.  Let the businesses give it a try. 
Mr. Fox agreed with Ms. McCallum.
Ms. Jeschawitz stated that she is not currently in agreement. Everyone in town complains about the parking 
situation. We need to look at this district as whole and seriously study the situation before making such a change.
Ms. McGowan stated that this is a study that the Board and Town staff are likely to undertake this summer.

Mr. Winters moved that the Planning Board recommend Town Meeting adopt this amendment.
Ms. Stein Payne seconded.
The motion carried 4 in favor (McCallum, McGowan, Stein-Payne, Winters) to  1 opposed (Jeschawitz).

DISCUSSION
Ms. Jeschawitz asked for further clarification on the liaison from the Planning Board.
Ms. McCallum added that she spoke to Joel Bard the Town Counsel and this is a perfectly legitimate use. This is 
something used by other communities. 
Ms. Jeschawitz asked what this means for future work by the Board on the issue.
Ms. McCallum stated the design team simply wants someone to bounce ideas off of.
Ms. McGowan added it is hoped that this will allow better communication.

Mr. Winters moved that the Board extend thanks and gratitude to Michael Card upon the occasion of his 
retirement.
Ms. McCallum seconded.
The motion carried unanimously.

MINUTES

Mr. Winters moved to approve the minutes from February. 
Ms. Stein Payne seconded.
The motion carried unanimously 5-0

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.


