Chap. 69 AN AcT 10 AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

Tire distriet
in the town
of Williaurn=-
town estab-

lished.

PIRE DI
TRICT IN THE TOWN OF WILLIAMBTOWN,

Lo it enacted, cic., as Joliows:

Swerion 1. A fire distriet mayv he estabhished m the town
of Williamstown, to include all of the territory within the
following limits, to wit: — Beginning at the most westerly
corner of land of Ilmma Z. Smedley on the north side of the
main highway lTeading from Williamstown to North Adams,
thence on said }nwh\v av to the Stratton road, so-called,
thence on said Stratton road to the north line of land I()lmcxly
of Susie M. Field, now of Horace H. ITerrick, thence westerly
on land of said Terrick and on the south line of lands now or
formerly of Clarence M. Smith, George A. Scott and Charles
Heap to Water street, thence in a stmwh‘f line to the pmnt
of nnusectnm of Gale road with South street, thence in a
straight line to the east abutment of Torrey’s dam, so-called,
thence down Maynard brook to a point oppusite the north
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line of the cemetery, thence i w straight line to a point,
being the west corner of Hoyt's house lot, thenee i a straight
line to the most northerly corner of land of Julia G. Blagden,
thence in a straight Iine to the northerly corner-of the Ford
place, so-calied, thence 1w straight line o the northe zl

corner of Taud known as the Benjamin };Lu ¢, now owned by
A B Hall, thenee in o straight ine to the most northerly
corner of the Smedles farm and southerly on the line of suid
farm to the point of heglnning:
one thousand whabitants.

Seerion 2. Before the disteict is established and Orgii-
ized « petition shall be presente « to the “m\\n at o fegal meet-
ing, stating the limits of the proposed district, the number of
111]u11)1t¢11m, the number of voters, and thu amount of taxable
property i the proposed district, as nearly as the same can
be ascertained from the records and statisties of the town.
If at said meeting the town shall vote in faver of establish-
ing and organizing the district the inhabitants of the district
may procecd to establish and organize
with the provisions of the laws relating to fire districts and
the provisions of this act. If at said meeting the town shall
not vote in favor of establishing and organizing the district,
the town may vote in favor of establishing and organizing
the same at any legal meeting called for thay, purpose aid
in the manner hercin provided, within three vears after the
passage of this act; the number of said nwimg.& called for
that pu ‘[n» n ANy one vear not to excee

SECTION ' voters of the
within one vea oreanmzine of the d
g calied for th
commissioners, ali of whons shall be ‘;g:u mhabitants of and
voters In the district, to hold office, one for one vear, one
for two years and one for three vears from the next succeed-
ing annual district meeting; and thereafter at cach annual
meeting the legal voters of said district shall cleet one com-
missioner to serve for three vears. The commissioners shall
annually within fourteen (Ll\s after the annual election of
the fire district choose one of their nmnim to act as p](‘\l(](‘ﬂl
of the district for the ensuing year. Said commissioners
shall be a hoard of commissioners ul ]1\dmnta water tanks
for fire purposes, sidewalks, common sewers, main drains,
lamps, street spnn] ling and police protection. The com-
missioners shall serve wntil the expiration of their respective
terms of office, as hereinbefore set forth and until others
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are chosen and qualified in their stead, but the distriet shall Seerton 7. The hoard shall have authority to determine Construction,
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have authority to fill any vacaney in said board at any
district meeting regularly called for that purpose.  The
commigsioners shall be sworn (o the faithful performance of
their duty and shall receive such compensation as may be
determined by the voters of the district at its annual meet-
ngs.

Seerion 4. The said district maxy, at meetings called
for that purpose, raise money for the purpose of carrying
out the provisions of this act; and the hoard shall expend
the same for the purposes preseribed by vote of the distriet.
Bvery member of the board shall he accountable to the dis-
trict for any money received by him, and the digtrict may
maintain & suit therefor i the name of the inhabitants of
the district. The said hoard shall not expend any money
which has not been duly appropriated b the distriet, and
shall have no authority to bind the district to the payment
of money in excess of its :mpr(\mi:nion, or for any purpose
not specified by the vote of the distriet :1})})1‘<>p1’iﬂting the
same: but the district shall not during ans year raise by
taxation any amount of money execeeding one tenth of one
per cent of the taxable property in the district.

sSecrion b, The derle of the distriet shall, on or before
the first day of May i cach vear, certify to the assessors of
the town of Williamstown all sums voted to he raised by the
distriet during the vear last preceding, under the provisions
of this act; which sws shall be assessed and collected hy
the officers of the town 1 the manner i which town taxes
are nsxa;r;sw and colleeted, and shall he paid over 1o the
treasurer of the district whe shall hold the same subjeet to
the order of the hoard.  The clerk of the distriet shall act
as clerk of the hoard and shall enter all its procecdings in the
records of the district.

Seerton 6. It shall be the duty of the board, under the
supervision and direction of the distriet, to construct, recon-
struct, erect, repair, maintain and have charge of all main
drains constructed by it, and of all common sewers, sidewallks,
lamp posts, street lamps, and street hydrants in the fire
district, and to have charge of the sprinkling of the streets
therein, and of all matters pertaining thereto as herein pro-
vided; and to construct such cross walks as may be 01‘(101‘(:(1
by the district and to keep maps and plans of all such main
drains and common sewers.

the grade, width and material, including curbstones , of all
sidewalks on the public streets and Jll‘fh\\(i\\ of said district,
and to construct, reconstruet and repair the sidewalks, in
accordance with such determination.  Upon the completion
of any sidewalk by the board, or the completion of the
reconstruction or repair of any sidewall, or within one year
thereafter, the board shall ascertain, determine and certify
the whole expense of such making, veconstruction or repair,
and shall cause a record thereof to he made, and shall assess

ete., of
sidewallks.

a portion, not exceedineg one half the amount of the same,
upon all the lands which abut on the sidewall so made. re-
constructed or repaived.

Seetton 8. The board shall have power to determine
when, in what manner and to what extent snow, ice, grass,
herbage, trees and other obstructions shall e remoyved hnm
the sidewalks in the district, or frous any of the same or any
portion thereof: and to establish by Jaws and p{Il(lltl(‘b reg-
ulzlﬁnn‘ the same, subject to the approval of the fire district,
and also bhy-loavs and penalties prohibiting the depuosit of
ashes, H,u age, filth or »’r'wr refuse matter on the streets and
sidewalles within the limits of the district

b]*('TIUN 9. No sidewalk  graded, constructed, recon-
structed or repaired in the district, under the provisions of
this act, shall he dug up or obstructed in any part thereof
without the consent of the hoard: and whoever rides or
drives or Teads any neat cattle, or uses anv vehicle moved frv
hand, other than those used Tor the cartiage of children,
invalids or persons disalided. upon or along any sidewalk i
the district except to eross the same, or digs up or otherwise
obstructs the same without such consent, shall forfeit a
sum not less than one dollar nor more than five dollars for
every violation of the provisions of this section.

Seetion 10, The fire district, at mee rtings called for that
purpose, may m«I(l the board to construct cross walks in an;
street in the district in which they have authority to construct
sidewalks.  The hoard shall construct all such cross walks
at the expense of the district, and shall repair and recon-
struct the same when so ordered by the district, and at its
expense.

Secrion 11, The hoard shall lay, ma]\(,, reconstruct and
maintain in the district all such main drains and common
sewers as the district, at a legal weeting called for that
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purpose, shall by vote adjudge to be necessary for the publie
convenience or the public health, and may repair the samne
from time to time whenever necessary; and for said pur-
poses may take, in the manner herelnafter provided, any
land, property or right which in its opinion may be necessary
therefor.

SecTioN 12, When authorized ha the distriet main drains
and common sewers may be constructed in the district
by the board, which shall be the property of the district
and shall be under the charge and controb of the hoard, who
shall have authority to regulate the use of the same and to
prescribe the mode in which the same shall be entered by
private drains, and the terms and conditions of such entry.
No person shall be allowed to enter or discharge any private
drain into a main drain or conunon sewer of the distriet,
except by leave of the board, and on such terms and con-
ditions as the board shall prescribe; and all such private
drains entering any such main drain or common sewer shall
be under the exclusive charge and control of the hoard, who
shall have authority to make and execute orders concerning
the same as though the same were constructed by the board
under this act. The provisions of this section shall apply to
and govern the use of all sewers and drains in the district
constructed by it, and to the compensation, terms and con-
ditions to be made for such use, whether the same have
been heretofore or shall hereafter be constructed.

suerron 13,0 It shall be the duty of the hoard to employ
as many police oflicers for the protection of the inhahitants
of the district and the property contained therein, and to give
them such compensation as may be determined upon by
the voters of the district at its annual mectings, but the
board shall have full power to appoint said police oflicers
and to discharge them at any time for rcasonable cause and
to choose successors of any so discharged.

Seerron 14, All assessments made by the hoard, as
provided for in this act, shall constitute a lien on the real
estate assessed for two yvears from the time of assessment,
and for one vear after the final determination of any suit or
proceedings in which the amount or validity of such assess-
ments shall be drawn in question. Every assessment made
by the board shall be recorded in books to he kept for that
purpose, and a list thereof shall be committed by the board
for collection to the person then authorized by law to collect

[
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taxes in the town. The collector shall forthwith publish
the same by posting true and attested copies thereof in three
public places in the district; and shall, within thirty davs
after said publication thereol, demand payment of the same
of the owner or occupant of the land assessed, if known
to him and within his precinet. If any such assessment
shall not he paid within three months after the publication
of said list, he shall levy the same, with incidental costs and
expenses, by sale of the land, such sale to be conducted in
the manuer of a sale of land for non-payment of town taxes:
and it making such sales, and any sales for taxes assessed
for the district, the collector, the district and its officers
shall have all the powers and privileges conferred by general
law upon collectors of taxes and upon cities and towns and
their officers, relating to the sales of land for the non-payment
of taxes.  The collector shall pay over all monevs received
by him under this act to the treasurer of the district, in the
same manner as moneys received by him from taxes assessed
for the district by the assessors of the town.

SECTIoN 15, Lvery assessment made by the board which
is invalid by reason of any error or irregularity in the assess-
ment, and which has not heen paid, or which has been re-
covered back, or which has been enforced by an invalid sale,
may be reassessed by the board of commissioners for the
time being, to the just amount to which, and upon the estate
upon which, such assessment ought at first to have been
assessed : and the assessment thus reassessed shall he payable
and shall be collected and enforced in the same manner as
other assessments,

SECTION 1. Any person aggrieved by an assessment
made b the board max, at any time within three months
after the publication of the Jist of such assessment, as pro-
vided in section fourteen, apply by petition to the superior
court for the county of Berkshire, and after due notice to
the fire district a trial shall be had at the bar of said

ourt in the same manner in which other civil causes are
there tried by jury: and if either party requests it, the jury
shall view the place in question. Before filing said peti’éion,
the petitioner shall give one month’s notice in writing to the
b.oard of his intention so to apply, and shall therein par-
ticularly specify his objection to the assessments; and to
such specification he shall be confined in the trial by jury.
If the jury shall not reduce the amount of the assessment
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complained of, the respondent slmll recover costs against the
petitioner, which costs shall be a lien upon the estate assessed
and shall be collected in the same manner as the assessment:
but if the jury shall reduce the amount of the assessment
the petitioner shall recover costs.

Section 17. Whenever land is taken by virtue of the
provisions of section eleven the board shall, within sixty
days after any such taking, file in the vegistry of deeds of the
county of Berkshire a deseription of the Tand so taken,
sufficiently accurate for identification, and a statement of
the purpose for which it is taken; and the right to use all
land so taken for the purposes mentioned in said statement
shall vest in said fire district and its successors.  Damages
for land so taken shall he paid by the fire district: :m(l any
person aggrieved by the taking of his land under this act,
who fails to agree with the hoard as to the as mount of dam-
ages, may, upon a petition filed with the county commis-
sioners of the county of Berkshire within one vear after the
filing of the description thercof in the vegistry of deeds, have
his damages assessed and determined in the manner pro-
vided when land 35 taken for the laving out of highways;
and if either party is not satisfied with the ‘uwrd of damages
by the county commissioners, and shall appls for a jury to
revise the same, the fire district shall pay the damages
awarded by the ]'m'\', and shall pay costs il the damages are
iereased by the jury, and shall recover costs il the damages
are decreased; hut if the jury shall award the came damages
as were awarded by the county commivsioners, the party
who applied for the jury shall pasy costs (o the other party.

Seertion 180 Penalties incurred under the provisions of
this act, and under any by-laws established in pursuance
thereof, maxy be recovered by an action of tort hrought by
direction of said board in the name and for the use of the
district, or on complaint or mdictment to the use of the
commonwealth: proeided, that no such action, complaint or
indictment shall be maintained unless hronght within thirty
days after the right of action acerues or the offence is com-
mitted. No inhabitant of the district shall he disqualified,
by reason of his being such inhabitant, to :M as judge,
magistrate, juror or officer in a suit hrought for the said
penalty.

Seerron 10, The provisions of all generad Taws of the
commonwealth, applicable to five districts and not incon-
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gistent with this act, shall apply to the fire district organized
hereunder. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to
interfere with the authority Uf survevors of highwavs or any
authority of the town or its agents which can he legally exer-
cised over highways or roac l‘ But the town shall wmrr
any m}ur\ done to sidewalks 1o said distriet by the oflicers «
the town by reason of any raising, lowering or other act done
for the purpose of repairing a highwav or town way; and
whenever any cross walk shall he torn up or injured by the
officers of the town in making, repairing, altering, raising or
fowering any highway or town way, the town shall velay and
repair such cross walle and put the same 1n as good condition
as 1t was in before it was torn up or injured.  Fhe authority
of the town to construct sidewalks, main drains and common
sewers within the Tty of the district shall be :»;Uspﬂmimi
while this act is i foree; but this act shall h ne wise affect
the liubility of the town for any damages enused within the
limits of its highwavs.

Ut

SecTion 200 When a party upon the trial of an action veeever of

H

recovers damages of the town for an injury f;m\‘ui to his
person or properts by a defect i any sidewalls i the fir
distriet, if the fire district has had reasonable notice to defend
the action the town may recover of the fire district, in addition
to the damages, all costs of Dhoth plaintiff and dend it in
the action.

Srerion 210 This aet shall take effect npon its passaee.
J};]))’rm'r, .!' ehruary 01012,

T COMAO

PNCLAIMED DERPOSITS

JVER GENERAL BY SAV-

INGS DANKS.

Dot enacled, ele.,

as Jollows:

Seerton 1. Seetion fiftv-seven of chapter five hundred 100 o, §
and ninety of the acts of the vear nineteen hundred and eight o
is hereby amended by adding at the eud thereof the words: —
provided, however, that in cases where claims amount to less
than fifty dollars, the claims max he presented to the auditor
of the commonwealth, who shall examine the same and allow
and certify for payment sueh as may he proved to his satis-
faction, —so as to read as follows: — Seetion 57, Any Claime on
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AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE LIMIT OF TANATION
DISTRICT IN THE TOWN OF

Be it enacied, ele., s Jollows:

Seorion 1. Section Tour of chapter -hin W e
of the vear nineteen hundred s her feed

by striking out in the last sentence the words
in place thereol the w
r

ords:
-
!

and sertin
to read as
mecti
of carrving out the provisions of this act: and the hoard shadl
expend the same for the purposes preseribed by vore of the
district.  Every member of the hoard s ¢
to the district for anyv money received by im, and the
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purpose not specified by the vote of the distriet approprating
the same; but the district shall not during any vear raise by
taxation any amount of money exceeding one hali of one per
cent of the taxable property mn the district.
seerion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved May 17, 1912




