WILLIAMSTOWN COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS
MINUTES
JANUARY 29, 2025

This meeting of the Williamstown Community Preservation Committee was held in person with remote participation via Zoom and streamed live on Willinet.org., and broadcast live on Willinet Spectrum cable TV channel 1303.

Present: Phil McKnight, Nate Budington, Randal Fippinger, Barbara Halligan, Ken Kuttner, Polly Macpherson, Molly Magavern
Absent: Steve Dew, Alison Bost
Phil McKnight, the chairman, opened the hearing at 7:00 PM.
The Committee agreed to reconsider its action on January 22, 2025 allocating certain amounts to each of the eight CPA FY26 applicants. The Committee discussed how to allocate an additional $42,754, representing the 10% of the CPA’s FY26 available funds statutorily earmarked for "open space," but also eligible for use for “recreation” projects. In eight motions made by Phil McKnight and seconded by Randy Fippinger, the Committee voted 7-0-0 to rescind the previous allocations to the eight CPA FY26 applicants that had been passed at the January 22 meeting. Committee members were receptive to a suggestion to distribute the “open space” funds to the four “recreation" projects but then agreed to redistribute the unrestricted funds in a manner similar to the method used on January 22. The vote to proceed in this fashion was agreed to by 6-1-0. Thus, each of the eight applicants would receive the same 0.638 share of the total amount of available funds.  The Committee voted to increase each applicant’s allocation award using this formula on separate motions made by Phil McKnight and seconded by Randy Fippinger. Six of the eight votes were unanimous, 7-0-0; the two exceptions were 6-0-1 votes for the Rural Lands application (Phil McKnight abstaining) and the Images Cinema application (Molly Magavern abstaining).

The January 22 initial and the January 29 revised allocations are set forthbelow:
                                                                            
                                                                      Jan 22                      Jan 29
                                                                            Allocation                Allocation                                                                                  
                                                    
              The Store at Five Corners                       $15,000                 $19,000
   Purple Valley Trails skatepark                $25,000                 $32,000
  Purple Valley mountain bike trails         $12,500                 $16,000
 Images Cinema Renovation                    $25,900                 $33,000
              Williamstown Historical Museum          $4,000                   $5,000
              Williamstown Rural Lands-Lahovec      $7,000                   $9,000
  Williamstown Affordable Housing         $50,000                 $64,000
               Sands Springs Recreational                   $7,500                    $10,000

The Committee then considered a review of its FY26 application process in light of creating a revised FY27 application form. After considerable discussion the Committee appointed a working-group of three members, Ken Kuttner, Randy Fippinger and Polly Macpherson (Organizer), to consider changes and report back to the full Committee at its next scheduled meeting on February 18, 2025 with its recommendations. The working-group was directed to focus on, among other things, paragraph “1. Project Description” of the present application with a request to devise proposed criteria for the guidance of future applications. Possible criteria discussed were economic development, reach/scope, criticality and underserved communities/demographics. In addition, it was suggested for the working-group’s consideration to change the deadline language on page 1 for submission of completed applications next year from the current “Applications are due by January 3, 2025 at noon” to “Applications are due on or before Monday, January 5, 2026 at 5:00 PM ET. No Exceptions.”  A motion made by Phil McKnight and seconded by Ken Kuttner to create and instruct the working-group as set forth above was approved by a vote of 6-1-0.
The minutes of the Committee’s December 11, 2024 meeting were presented, discussed and approved by a vote of 7-0-0.
The minutes of the Committee’s January 22, 2025 meeting were presented, discussed and approved by a vote of 7-0-0.
The Committee on the motion of Phil McKnight and seconded by Randy Fippinger agreed to compensate Linda Sciarappa, administrative assistant to the Town Manager, the sum of $250 in grateful appreciation for Ms. Sciarappa’s longtime secretarial assistance to the Committee, such payment to come from the Committee’s administrative expenses account. The vote was 7-0-0.
There being no further business to come before the Committee, a motion to adjourn was made by Molly Magavern and seconded by Ken Kuttner. The vote was 7-0-0.
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM.

                                                                        Respectfully submitted,
                                                                        Philip McKnight
                                                                        Acting Secretary




