WILLIAMSTOWN COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS
MINUTES
MARCH 26, 2025

The meeting of the Williamstown Community Preservation Committee was held in person with remote participation via Zoom and streamed live on Willinet.org., and broadcast live on Willinet Spectrum cable TV channel 1303.
Present: Phil McKnight, Nate Budington, Alison Bost, Ken Kuttner, Molly Magavern, Polly Macpherson, Randal Fippinger and Barbara Halligan
Absent: Steve Dew 
Phil McKnight, the chairman, opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. Barbara Halligan provided the land acknowledgment.
The Committee considered its Minutes dated March 11, 2025 on the motion of Alison Bost, seconded by Polly Macpherson, and approved the Minutes as presented by a vote of 8-0-0.
Following up on actions taken at its last meeting on March 11, 2025, the Committee continued its consideration of a report from the working group tasked to review the current CPC application form and propose revisions to it, together with an outline of a possible scoring system, to be considered for use next year during the FY27 application process. Polly Macpherson, Randy Fippinger and Ken Kuttner led the discussion, which centered on their suggested revisions to the current application form and the adoption of a specific evaluation process to enable the Committee to rank applications in a constructive manner as to both their merit and their need, together with their likelihood to further the Town’s announced priorities. Finally, the group agreed to continue its efforts in light of the Committee’s recommendations and prepare a further version of the application and supporting documents for the Committee’s next meeting. A wide-ranging discussion of the proposed evaluation scoring plan was then begun, and it was agreed to continue this matter to the Committee’s next meeting.
Nate Budington, chairman of a small working group exploring the creation a recognition program for all past and future Community Preservation Act fund recipients which would involve placing a plaque, if acceptable to the recipient, somewhere on its property recognizing that it had received CPA funds in furtherance of its programs through the support of the people of Williamstown and the CPA. Nate advised the Committee that its report will be delivered at the next meeting on April 9, 2025.
Alison Bost, chair of a working group of three members, reported on the steps required by the Committee to recommend to Town Meeting an increase in the CPA tax percentage imposed in addition to real property taxes, currently 2%, to the statutory maximum of 3%. Alison’s report was discussed at length by the Committee and referred to her for finalization at the next meeting.
Nate Budington and Molly Magavern agreed to draft a document for Committee review which will be placed in the Committee’s website outlining the scope and purpose of the Community Preservation Act, its general terms and conditions, and how it has been applied in Williamstown over the years.
The Committee agreed to meet again on Wednesday, April 9, at 6 PM to consider the several pending matters noted above.
There being no further business to come before the Committee, a motion to adjourn was made by Ken Kuttner and seconded by Polly Macpherson. The vote was 8-0-0.
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Philip McKnight
Acting Secretary







